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Redefining Success




Thursday, June 9, 2011

An open letter to our friends and neighbors in the city of Reading:


My name is Bryan Sanguinito, and it gives me great honor to serve as the new President of the Reading Education Association.  I am humbled by the support of my fellow teachers, librarians, school counselors, and school nurses in the Reading School District; however, I realize the earnestness of the duties that lie ahead for my fellow officers and me.  In this difficult economic climate, we realize the serious issues that burden our state and our community.  But we cannot ignore the fact that the young people we work with daily – your children and your neighbors’ children – are the most grossly underfunded public school students in the entire Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.


A “Costing Out” study conducted several years ago showed that the level of poverty and the socioeconomic disadvantage your children experience every day is staggering.  Reading is one of the poorest school districts in Pennsylvania.  The latest budget proposal from Harrisburg would harm your sons and daughters even further! 


We, the members of the Reading Education Association, believe that our students – your sons and daughters – deserve better.  For a child to be financially disregarded by those with the power to help out, due solely to where he or she happens to live, quite frankly, is disgraceful.  Contrary to the misguided assertion that teachers’ unions do not have the best interests of children in mind, please be aware that here in Reading, the success of your children is what drives us.  Helping our students enhance their quality of life is what keeps us coming to work every day, whether we live downtown or over an hour away.  Making positive connections with children who encounter so much negativity every day; providing a safe haven for young men and women who too often witness danger and violence; enabling our students to believe that they can achieve anything to which they put their minds; allowing the youth of Reading to realize that they matter just as much as anybody else – all of these are the reasons that I and so many of my fellow REA members look forward to coming to work every day.

Your children are our children.

Likewise, your children’s learning conditions are our working conditions.  When REA advocates for improving dilapidated buildings, fixing safety hazards, removing mold, unifying schedules, providing reasonable classroom temperatures, retaining teachers, developing professional relationships, and enhancing the quality of education, we do indeed have an ulterior motive:  to see that everybody involved in the educational process in the Reading School District finds success.

In order to achieve this goal, however, we need your assistance.  It is the intent of the Reading Education Association to work collaboratively with all other education professionals to do what is right and what is best for both our students and our members.  We will always ask and expect that students and educators in Reading shall be treated fairly and equitably.  We will demand that Harrisburg and Washington, D.C. politicians stay true to their promise of a quality education for every child.  But we also need you – the families, friends, and neighbors of these children – to stand up and speak out!

We commend those of you within the community who already work diligently to improve the lives of this city’s young people every day.  But for those of you still waiting to get involved, your time is now!  No longer can we, as a community, afford to remain silent while our children endure tacit socioeconomic discrimination from those with the power to make a difference.  Some politicians – especially locally – are on our side; we thank them for their efforts and look forward to continuing to work with them.  However, there are many other public officials who do not share our vision; this is unfortunate and unacceptable.  The boys and girls of the city of Reading are just as important as any other students in any other community.  It is time that all policymakers in Pennsylvania realize, remember, and respect that.  This is not an opinion. This is the truth.  

In order to spread our message, there will be times when my fellow Association officers and union members will come to you for your support.  More importantly, we will solicit your participation – whether through Community Outreach Programs, through attendance at school functions, or through political involvement.  It is our sincere hope that when the time comes for the call to go out, you will listen and respond with great vigor.  It must be our common goal to enable the children of this city to reach for their dreams, to strive for excellence, and to discover greatness.  We – your children’s teachers, librarians, school counselors, and school nurses – want that for them.  And we have dedicated our professional lives to this cause.  But we need you to help us make that happen.  Together, we can improve our children’s lives in ways never before imagined.  Together, we can help our young people exceed expectations and redefine success.

Please feel free to contact me at REAPresident@yahoo.com if you have any questions, suggestions, ideas, or comments you would like to share.  I look forward to spending the next several years working with you and my fellow REA members to enhance and improve the educational atmosphere in the city of Reading.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Bryan Sanguinito

President, Reading Education Association

