White House American Jobs Act Press Conference – 10/21/11
REA President’s Speech – 

“My name is Bryan Sanguinito and I am honored to be the President of the Reading Education Association.  A recent New York Times article stated that Reading, the city where I teach and that I love, is the poorest city in the state.  Not only that, but we are the poorest city in the nation.  If any city needs jobs, it is Reading.  We all agree that the only way to rise above poverty is to provide our students with a quality public education.  But how can we do that when there is no money to hire the teachers we lost last year through retirement and furloughs?  Our students need teachers and our district needs the money to hire them.  Please pass this Jobs Bill.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This year, Reading School District received an $18 million cut in state funding, the largest cut of any district outside of Pittsburgh or Philadelphia.  At the same time, our school buildings are in such bad shape that students are literally being rained on or having ceiling tiles crumble apart and fall on them.  And it would cost $750 million to fix these buildings.  Yet, our students are judged on and expected to improve test scores.  We must redefine success.  We need money to hire teachers so that other funds can be spent on fixing these buildings.  Our students deserve better and our city deserves better…  Please pass this bill.”
